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«CpemHuit Kiracc» He MMeeT OOIIETIPUHSITOTO OIpeneIeHUs] U TIPEICTaBIIsIeT CO-
0011 U3MEHYMBYIO U HeOoNpeaeJeHHYI0 KOHIENIUI. MOXHO ObUIO Obl ONpPeneanuTb
€ro Ha OCHOBE psiia TOUEK 3peHUsI, MoKazaresaeit v moaxoaoB. Jloxo sBisieTcst Xopo-
LM T0Ka3aTeJIeM YPOBHS XKU3HU, HO CYLIECTBYET psil (haKTOPOB, MOMUMO J0OXO0/a,
KOTOpPbIe HEOOXOAMMO YUYUTHIBATh — TAKMX KaK COLIMATIbHO-2KOHOMUYECKHUM CcTaTyC,
CTpeMJICHUsI, MaTepHaIbHbIC PeCypChl WU, HAIPOTUB, JIUIIEHWS, MHOTOMEpPHBIC
MOJXObI MPEACTABISIOTCS BeChbMa MepCNeKTUBHBIMU. Pa3Hble onpeneieHus cpea-
HETO KJlacca, €CTECTBEHHO, MPUBEAYT K Pa3HON YMCIEHHOCTH, JOJIE TOXOAO0B U Xa-
pakTepUCTUKAM CPeIHero Kiacca.

Lleavio MTAaHHOTO WCCIIEIOBAHMS SBIISIETCS aHAIN3 U CUCTeMAaTU3aIIs CYIIECTBYIO-
IIXX TTOAXOM0B K OMPeAeSIEHUIO CPEeIHETo Kjlacca Ha OCHOBE JOXOIHBIX KPUTEPHUEB.

Ecau nonbiTaThesl 000OLINTD CYILIECTBYIOIIME MOAXOAbI K ONMPEAeICHUIO Cpel-
HEro KJjacca, TO MOXXHO CKa3aTh, UTO CPEeIHUIA KJIacc — 3TO TpyMIa Jtoaeii, KOTopble
001a1aI0T OIlpeaeIeHHBIM YPOBHEM O0X0Hda, Npo¢eCCHOHAIbHEIM 00pa30oBaHUEM
U KBanudukauuei, nACHTUGULIUPYIOT ce0s1 CO CpeaIHUM KJIaCCOM U YMEPEHHO BO-
BJIEYEHBI B MOJIMTUYECKYIO XKM3Hb o01iecTBa [3].

[Toaxonpl K OlLIEHKE YUCIEHHOCTHU CPEeIHETO Kjlacca MOTYT ObITh KJlacCU(pULIUPO-
BaHBI OTHOCUTEILHO TOTO, ONMPAIOTCS JIM OHU HAa SKOHOMUYECKHUE U/ WIN COLIMATb-
HbIe KpuTepuu. [1epBhIit OTHOCHUTCS K TMAa30HY T0XOI0B, PACXOI0B, TOTPEOICHUS,
MMYyIIECTBa, OOraTcTBa, KOTOPBIA CeTMEHTUPYET pacipeneyieHue HacenaeHus [11, 17,
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18, 32, 33]. Bropoii noaxon onupaeTcss Ha KOHKPETHBIE ITOBEIeHYECKIE XapaKTep-
CTHKHU, TaKue KaK o0pa3oBaHUe, MPO(eCcCUOHAIbHbBIN CTaTyC U MOAEIU MoTpebie-
HUs1. ONpoCH 0OLIECTBEHHOTO MHEHHS MTPECTABISIOT COOOI aTbTepHATUBHBIN CITO-
€00 BBISIBIIEHUSI CpelHero Kiacca (Hanpumep, «EBpobapomMeTrp»).

B manHoi1 pabote OymeT npuBeneH 0030p 3KOHOMMYECKHX MOAXOA0B K OIpeaesie-
HUIO CpeHero Kjaacca, a MMEHHO, UCITOIb3YIOIMX KPUTEPUM paciipenesieHus 1o 10-
xony. HecMoTpsi Ha cyuiecTBylolllM€ HENOCTaTKM 3KOHOMMYECKOIOo IOoaXo/a,
OH MMeeT OYeBMIHBIC TTPEUMYIIECTBA, TaKMe TaK IMPOCTOTA U3MEPEHUS M BO3MOX-
HOCTB COTIOCTABIICHUS PEe3yIbTATOB MIJIsI PA3HBIX OOIIIECTB.

Abconrommubiii nodxod. OnpeneyieHus, OCHOBaHHbIE Ha JOX0AX, MOXHO pa3Ie/INTh
Ha abCOJIIOTHBIE U OTHOCUTENbHBIC. [1epBblii BapuaHT npennosaraeT hbuKCUpoOBaH-
HbIe (TO eCThb, aOCOJIIOTHBIE) AMana3oHbl 40xoa0B (¢ nonpaskoit Ha [TT1C mpu mex-
CTPaHOBBIX MCCIIEIOBAHMSIX); BTOPOM OIMMpaeTcs Ha OUAITa30HbI pacIpencsieHUsT
HALMOHAJIbHOIO J0X0Aa (KBUHTWIM, HeLWIN) IM0O0 Ha CPpeIHUE U MeIMaHHbIE 10-
XoJbl. XOTsI oTpee/ieHUs], OCHOBAaHHbIE Ha JOX0/1aX, 001a1atoT 6ojiee BbICOKOI aHa-
JINTHYECKOM CTPOTOCTHIO, YeM KOHIICTIIINH, OCHOBaHHEIE Ha CYOBEKTUBHOM BOCITPH -
SITUW, OHU OCTAIOTCS MTUCKYCCUOHHBIMU.

AOCOJTIOTHBIE TPAHUIIBI CTPANAIOT OT HEINPaBUJIBLHONW WHTEPIIPETAIlui, KOTOpas
BO3HMKAET MIPU CPAaBHEHUU CTPaH WJIM PETMOHOB C pa3HBIM YPOBHEM pa3BHUTHS [15].
B To BpeMs KaK IrpaHUIIBI OETHOCTH OIpelesIeHbl YeTKO, TPaHUIILI CPpeHETO Kitacca
(0cobOeHHO BepxHsIsl) ONpeAe/sIOTCS pa3HbIMU MCCIeN0BaTeIIMU MO-pa3HOMY. AO-
COJTIOTHBIN MTOKa3aTelb, XOTs 1 TaeT OOIIyI0O KApTHUHY, MOXET He YUYUTHIBATh 0COOEH-
HOCTU U YPOBEHb Pa3BUTUS KOHKPETHON CTpaHBI WM pernoHa. OTHOCUTETbHBIE
OTpe/IeJICHUST MOTYT 00ecIieunBaTh MeHee OTHOPOIHBIE TPAHUIIEI, TTOCKOJBKY OHU
aganTUPOBaHBl K KOHKPETHOM CTpaHe MW PEeTMOHY (TO €CTh, IS KaXKIoil CTpaHbI
IIPEATIoNIaraloTCsl CBOM TPAHUIIBI CPETHETO Klacca).

B pamkax abcomorHoro noaxonaa Bhalla [9] kpuTeprueM NpUHALIEXKHOCTU K Cpel-
HeMY KJ1accy Ha3bIBaeT romoBoii noxon B pazmepe 3900 noutapoB CILA 1o ITTTC Ha ye-
noseka. [Ipyroe mHeHue nipeacrasieHo Banerjee u Duflo [8], Ncube u coaBropamu [27],
cneuuanicraMu Adprukanckoro banka passurus [23]. CorsacHo UM, exXeTHEBHbIE 10-
XOIbI Ha Ayily HacesieHus1 B pa3mepe oT 2 1o 10 moyiapos CIIIA mo3BosisiioT oopectu
cratyc cpenHero kiacca. Ravallion (2010) u Wheary [34] nipenioxwim rpaHutibl 2—13
nomnapoB CILA B nenb, Kohut [24] — 10 monmnapoB CILIA, Kharas [21, 22] K cpenHeMy
KJ1accy OTHeC Jiofieii ¢ exxeqHeBHbIMU noxoaamu ot 10 1o 100 nomtapos CIIA.

OTMeTHM, YTO MCCIIeNOBATEN, KaK ITPaBUJIO, TIPEJIaraloT rpaHUIIbI CPeIHETO Kilacca
B paMKax abCOJIIOTHOTO IToAXoa AJIsI CTpaH, OJIM3KMX I10 ypoBHIO pa3Butus. Hampumep,
BhILIEYNOMsIHYThII Ravallion B 1990 rogy B ucciienoBaHuu i otyeta BcemMupHOro
banka BriepBbie IpeIOKII T00aIbHBINA TTOKa3aTe b OeTHOCTH (4epTy OemHOCTH) Ha
ypoBHe 1 nomnapa CILA Ha yenoBeka B neHb (110 [TITC 1985 1), uccnenoBaB BEIOOPKY U3
33 cTpaH ¢ HU3KUM ypoBHeEM noxoda. Ceituac naHHoe 3HaueHure obHoBmsieTcs (1,9 mosn-
napa ¢ 2015 roga) BceMupHbIM 6GaHKOM U aKTUBHO UCITONB3YETCS AJISI MEXKITYHAPOTHbBIX
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comnoctapiaeHuii. B 2010 r. Ravallion, Takxke 1151 pa3BUBAIOIIMXCS CTPaH, IPeIIOXKII
rpaHulIbl cpeaHero kiacca ot 2 Ao 13 pomnapos CIIA Ha yenoBeka B neHb. HyokHsst
rpaHulia YyCTAaHOBJIEHA Ha OCHOBE TOTO, YTO B 00Jjiee YeM B MOJIOBUHE Pa3BUBAIOLIMXCS
CTpaH BBIOOpKM 4epTa OSMHOCTH YCTaHOBJIEHAa Ha ypoBHe MeHee 2 mosutapoB CIIIA
B neHb. CaMasi BBICOKasI uepTa OeIHOCTH OTMeuYeHa B YpyrBae — 9 1oJuiapoB B A€HB; 3TO,
110 MHEHMIO aBTOpPa, MOXET ObITh Ha3BAaHO HUXKHEHW IpaHUILIEl «BepXHEro» CpeaHero
knacca. B kauectBe BepxHeit rpanuiibl Ravallion ucnonbssyer yepty 6eqHoct CIIA —
13 nomapoB Ha YesioBeKa B JICHb, TIOKa3bIBast, YTO K CPeTHEMY KITACCy B pa3BUBAIOIIXCS
CTpaHaX MOXKHO OTHECTH TeX, KTO He Oe/IeH I10 CTaHIapTaM CBOMX CTpaH, HO OeIeH 110
CTaHAapTaM Pa3BUTHIX cTpaH [35].

HenasHue nomxonsl K onpenesieHuo CpenHero Kiacca UCIob3yloT MOHSATUE MO/~
BEPXXEHHOCTU PUCKY OemHOCTU (vulnerability to poverty, 0yke.: «ysazeumocmu K OedHO-
cmu»). B pamkax nanHoro noaxona Lopez-Calva u Ortiz-Juarez [25] cuuTaroT, 4To 0-
BOJIbHO 0OJIbIIIOE KOJMYECTBO JIIOEH 3a uepToit 6eAHOCTU HE JOKHO Ki1acCu(puULMpOo-
BaThCSl KaK CPEAHUIM KJ1acc, TMMOCKOIbKY MX TOABEPXKEHHOCTb PUCKY OEMHOCTU BBICOKA.
JlaHHas1 yacTh YK€ He OTHOCUTCS K O€HBIM, COITIaCHO O(DUIIMATbHBIM KPUTEPUSIM, T1O-
3TOMY HEe MMEET IIpaBa y4yacTBOBATh B IIporpamMmax 00pbObl ¢ OETHOCTBIO, XOTSI B 3TOM
HYKIIAeTCs.

OmHocumenvHblil N00xo0. AGCOTIOTHBII MOIXO K BbIACISHUIO JOXOMHBIX IPYII OObIMHO
UCTIONB3YeTCsI PY MCCIIEA0BaHMI Pa3BUBAIOIIMXCSI CTPaH WK UCCIEA0OBAHUSIX HA MUPOBOM
ypoBHe. I1py aHanm3e pa3BUTBIX CTpaH U CTPaH C IOXOIOM BbIILIE CpeaHEro (K KoTopbiM Bee-
MUpHBII baHk oTHec Poccuio) vaiiie MpUMEHSIIOT OTHOCUTE TbHBIN ITOIXO/.

OTHOCHUTEIBHBIN TTOIXO BhIIEICHUS CPEIHETO KJIacca ONMMPAETCs Ha TMana30Hbl
pacnpeneaeHUsI HallMOHAJIbHOTO J0X0/a.

HeneHue HaceJaeHsI Ha TIPOLIEHTWIbHbBIE TPYIIIBI TIPEICTABIsET COOOM CUMMETPUY-
Hoe pacrpeneneHye. MccaemoBareay 4acTo MPUMEHSTIOT JAaHHBINA TTOIXO TS IIOCTPOe-
HUSI CTPaTU(UKALMOHHOM IIKAAbl WKW BBIICJICHMS OTACIbHBIX TOXOMHBIX Ipyrd [1].
Easterly [17] k cpenHeMy Kiaccy otHec 60% HaceleHUsT — BeexX, 3a NCKIIOYEHUEM HIK-
Hux 20% pacnpeneneHus (6eTHBIX MU TeX, KTO IMTOIBEPKeH PUCKY OSTHOCTI) M BEPXHIX
20% (zaxuTouHbIx). Takoii xke kputepuii ucnonbaytoT Dallinger [16], Cavusgil u Kardes
[14]. ITpu sTOM MOCIEnHYE TIPOU3BOIAT AeIEHUE BHYTpU cpeaHero kiacca. Dallinger
[16] K «HIKHEMy» CpeoHEMY KJacCy OTHOCUT 2 KBUHTWIb PaCIpeNe/iCHUs, «Cpe-
Hero» — 3, «BepxHero» — 4 kBuHTWIb. Cavusgil u Kardes [14] rpaHuIiaMu «HUXKHETO»
CpeIHETo KJlacca CYMTAIOT 3-6 MeIiIn pacTipeelIeHUsI IT0 JOXOIaM, «BEPXHET0» Cpell-
Hero Kjacca — 7—9 neuunu. EBponeiickuii coro3 uCrnosib3yeT B Ka4eCTBE OCHOBHOTO T10-
Kasare/Isl HepaBeHCTBA B TOXOIaX OTHOILIEHUE HOJIU 1oxona BepxHux 20% K Iojie HIK-
Hux 20 %. OcTanbHble 60% cocTaBIgIOT cpeaHmMil Kitacc. OUeBUIHO, YTO JAHHBII ITOIXOT
HEeNpUMEHUM ISl U3yYeHUs] TMHAMUKU CPEIHEro Kilacca, Tak Kak ero pasmep (pukcu-
POBaH, OH HE MOXET PaCIIUPUTHCS WM CY3UThCS.

AJBTEpHATHBOI B paMKax OTHOCUTEIbHOIO IOIXOMIa SIBSETCS MCIOIb30BaHUe
MeIMaHHOIO WM CpelHero aoxona. Yaie pacCuuThIBAIOT MEeAWAHHbBIN TOXOMI, TaK
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KakK MeIraHa MeHee YyBCTBUTEIbHA K OYeHb BRICOKMM WJIM HU3KUM 3HAYCHUSM J0-
X0Jla, TO €CTb MEHee UyBCTBUTENIbHA K TJTyOMHE HEPABEHCTBA.

CornacHo noaxony OBP, K cpeaHeMy KJjlaccy OTHOCUTCSI HaceJieHUe, MojyJaro-
mee 0,75—2 MennaHHOTO noxona. Psm nccnenosateneii [10, 29, 32, 33] cyxaroT nua-
na3oH cpeaHero kiacca a0 0,75—1,25 menuansl. OnHaKo 31ech onpenejieHre rpaHull
TaK ke HeOJHO3HAYHO, KaK M B paMKax abcomoTHoro noaxoga. Ravallion [30] cie-
JyeT MPENrnochbuiKe, YTO YPOBEHb KM3HU CPEJHEro Kjacca HauMHaeTCsl TaM, Tie 3a-
KaHuuBaeTcst 6enHocThb. B To ke BpeMst Horrigan u Haugen [20] npeamnonaraiooT, 4To
HIKHSS TpaHUIIA CPeIHETO Kilacca JOJKHA 00eCIIeYnTh MOXOMI, 3HAYMTEIBHO TIpe-
BbILIAOIIMI ypoBeHb OGenHocTU. Crienys npeanockiike Ravallion, MoxHO onpene-
JIUTh HUXKHIOIO TPaHUILy CPETHETO Kilacca paBHOM yepTe OeAHOCTU M YCTAaHOBUTD Ha
ypoBHe 60% ot MennaHbl. bojee TpeboBaTeIbHEII MTOIXO YCTaHABIMBAET HIDKHIOIO
rpaHMLly Ha ypoBHE 75% MenuaHbl (Ha 4eTBEPTh BhIILIE, YeM YPOBEHb YePThl OCIHO-
CTH), YTO MO3BOJIUT M30€XaTh pUCKa MOMaJaHus OeAHBIX B JAHHYIO TPYIIITY.

YcraHoBlIeHUe Xe BepxHel rpaHMIIbl Ha ypoBHE 1,25 MeauaHbl ropasno MeHee
OYEBUIIHO, HE cunTas (pakTa CUMMETPHUU.

Anthony B. Atkinson u Andrea Brandolini [7], moab3ysich JOTMKOH OTCEYEHUS
MIPOITOPIIMOHABHBIX TPYIII, pa3neliii HaceJleHWe He Ha TPU JTOXOMHBIC TPYIIIIHI,
a Ha MTb. ABTOPHI BBIACISIIOT «<HUXXHUI» CpeaqHUid Kiaacc (yxKe He OelHbIe, HO elle
He cpemHmii kinacc) — 0,6—0,75 MemranHoro moxona; cpemHuii kinacc — 0,75—1,25
MeIVaHbl U «BEPXHUI» cpeaqHMi Kiacc (ele He 6orartbie) — 1,25—1,67 MeauaHbI.

Grabka u Frick [19] B KauecTBe BepXHero mpenesa CpeaHero Kjacca BbIOMparoT
ypoBeHb 1,5 MeauaHHOro moxona (B KayecTBe HIMKHero mpeaeia — 0,7 MeauaHbl),
mokaseiBast Ha ipuMepe ['epmanum 2006 Toma, 94To, AT TOTO YTOOBI BOMTH B BEpXHUE
20 TIpOLIEHTOB JOXOJHOTO pacipeneieHusl, Hy>KHO UMeTb oxoA Bbiiie 150 mpolieH-
ToB oT MenuaHbl. Peichl, Schaefer u Scheicher [27] BepxHIOIO I'paHUILy CPETHETO
KJ1acca (M HMKHIOIO TpaHUIy OOrarcTBa) yCTaHABAMBAIOT Ha YPOBHE NBYX MEIUaH,
Brzezinski [12] — Ha ypoBHe 3—4 MeauaH.

Poccuiickue uccnenoBaTen Takxke MPUMEHSIIOT OTHOCUTEbHBII MOAX0A Ha OC-
HOBE MeIMaHbl K UBMEPEHUIO cpeaHero kiaacca. Hanpumep, B pabotax TuxoHoBoM
1 coaBTOpOB [1, 6] GeccriopHOit rpaHuLieil 61aronoNydns Ik pOCCUIICKOTO 00IIIe-
CTBa Ha3BaH ypoBeHb 1,25 MenuaHbl. [1pu 3TOM aBTOphI IPUBOAIT JOCTATOYHO MO-
JIpOOHOE OOBSICHEHKE BhIOOPA UMEHHO TaKOM HUXKHEN IpaHMLbI, UCTIONb3Ysl CTaTU-
cTuyeckue naHHble. Cpeay HUX: CHUXKEHME pUcKa MonanaHus B 6eIHOCTb 10 YPOBHS
MeHee 10%, MaccoBoe MCIOJb30BaHKE 00pa30BaTeIbHbIX, TYPUCTUUSCKMX U ILIaT-
HBIX METUITMHCKMX YCIIYT, a TakKe 60Jj1ee 310poBbIe YCIOBMS KU3HU. Ha ocHOBe maH-
HOTO KpUTEpHUs pa3Mep CpelHero kiacca (cpeaHemyiieBoii moxoa oT 1,25 mocesneH-
YecKoit MemnaHbl 1 6e3 BepxHeit rpanuisl) B 2019 romy cocraBwr 32,4%.

Ilooxonm, oCHOBaHHBIM Ha MEIMAHHOM JOXOHE, SIBJASETCS MOCTaTOYHO TMOKUM
U TIPUMEHSIETCS B CCIIENOBAHUSX 3aMETHO Yallle OCTAIbHBIX, XOTS U Y HEro €CTh He-
noctatku. K rmaBHoMy m3 Hux Dallinger [16] oTHec To, 9TO peanbHas YUCICHHOCTD
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CpemHeTo Kitacca MoIyJaeTcsT 3aBBIIICHHOM IPY MCTIOb30BAaHUM KPUTEPUS MeIaH-
HOTo A0X0ja.

TIpomunumymmbsiii nooxod. OTAETHLHO MOXKHO BbIAEIUTb CIIOCO0 U3MEPEHUST CPETHETO
KJIacca Ha OCHOBE 4YepThl OeMHOCTH (IIPOXKUTOYHOIO MMHMMYMa) M KO3(UIIMEeHTa
MYJIBTUTIIMKALIAY, KOTOPBIN SIBIISIETCS] COYeTaHWEM aOCOMIOTHOTO M OTHOCHUTEIIEHOTO
noxxonos [1, 5]. Hanmpumep, Castellani and Parent [13] B uccnegoBaHMM HEKOTOPBIX
ctpad ODCP u JlaTuHCKOI AMEpUKM B KaueCTBE HMXKHEH TpaHMIIbI CPeTHEro Kiacca
HCIIONB3YIOT HAIMOHAIBHEIN ITOKAa3aTeIb YepThl OeMHOCTH, YMHOXEHHBI Ha 3. Rose
[31] na manHbIx CIIIA K «HIDKHEMY» CpeIHEMY KJIaCcCy OTHEC HACEJICHME C TYIIIEBbIM Me-
CSYHBIM JOXOIOM Ha ypoBHe 1,5—2,5 3HadeHMsI YepThl OCTHOCTH, K «CpeTHEMY» — 2,5—
5, K «BepxHeMy» — 5—17,5 ypoBHs uepThl 6enHocTU. M. MoxkuHa [4] TpeXKpaTHbIii pa3-
Mep ITPOKUTOYHOTO MUHUMYMa Ha3blBaeT HUKHEN MpaHULIe ! BBICOKOAOXOMHOM IPYIIIbI
HacelleH!sI, K CPeIHEIOXOMHBIM OTHOCHUT JOMOXO3SIIICTBA C MYIIEBHIM TOXOIOM Ha
YPOBHE JIByX-TpeX MPOKUTOYHBIX MUHMMYMOB. T. boromososa [2] K BepxHeMy cpel-
HEeMY CJIOKO OTHOCHT JIIOJIEH ¢ 10X0JaM1 Ha YPOBHE JIBYX-YEThIPEX PErMOHAIbHBIX MPO-
>KUTOUYHBIX MUHUMYMOB. B poccuiickoii iuteparype 3a 1TaHHBIM NTOAXOI0M 3aKPEIUIOCh
Ha3BaHUE «IIPOMUHUMYMHOIO» [1, 5].

IToMuMO mOXOIOB, CIIOPHI O CPeIHEM KJIacce YacTO COCPEIOTOUYEHBI Ha yPOBHE
KM3HU. DTO MoApasyMeBaeT BlaJieHUue ToBapaMU JJIMTEIbLHOTO MOJIb30BaHUS, YPO-
BeHb 0Opa3oBaHUs U MpodeccuoHanbHbIi cTaTyc. O0pa3 XXU3HM CpelHero kjiacca
00BIYHO aCCOLIMUPYETCS C BIAACHUEM TOBapaMM IJIUTEIHLHOTO ITOJIb30BaHUs (aBTO-
MOOWJISIMU, XOJIOAUJIbHUKAMU, Tee()OHAMU) JO TaKOW CTENEeHU, YTO B HEKOTOPBIX
IMyOIMKALMSX BJIaIeHUE TOBApaMU IJIUTEIHHOTO TTOJIB30BaHMS PACCMATPUBAETCS KaK
«OTIpeIeIAIONIast Mepa» YPOBHS Pa3BUTHS CTpaHbI [26].

KputepusiMmu BbleneHUs CpeIHEro Kiacca SIBISIIOTCSI TakkKe HaKOIUIEHHOe Oorar-
CTBO WJIM UMYIIECTBO. MEI JiejlaeM BBIOOD B IOJIb3Y JOXOTHOTO KPUTEPUSI, TaK KaK JI0-
XOIIbI JIYIlle TEMOHCTPUPYIOT TEKYIINiA 00pa3 XKU3HHU, B TO BpeMsl KaK pacrpeneacHue
10 YPOBHIO O0OTraTCcTBa He CTOJIb HeoqHOPoaHO [1,5]. KpoMe Toro, Haill BEIOOp OOBSICHSI-
€TCs1 JOCTYITHOCTbIO JaHHBIX O(PULIMATILHON CTATUCTUKU Ha PETMOHAILHOM YPOBHE.

* % %

B uccrnenoBanuu npencraBieH 0030p CYIECTBYIOIINUX MOIXOA0B K ONPEIEIEHUIO
CpemHero Kjaacca B KOHTEKCTe TOXOAHOM cTpaTiudukanumy odmectBa. O4eBUIHO, YTO
SKOHOMMYECKUI KPUTEPHit SIBJISIETCS HEe eMMHCTBEHHBIM ISl BBIICJICHUST CPETHETO
Kiacca. Psa colmanbHO-2KOHOMMYECKUX MCCIeNOBaHUI ONUpPaeTcss HA MHOTOMED-
HbI€ MTOAXO/bl, KOTOPbIE YUUTHIBAIOT MpodeccuoHaibHble, 00pa3oBaTe/bHbIC, 1EMO-
rpaduyecKrue XapaKTepUCTUKM HaceleHMs. Jlake B pamMKaX 3KOHOMUYECKOTO
IMOIX01a, KaK MBI YBUIE/IH, CPENM aBTOPOB HET €AMHOTO MHEHMS 10 OTIPEICIICHUIO
IpaHull cpenHero kiaacca. TeM He MeHee Heslb3sl OTPULIATh IIMPOKOE NMPUMEHEHNe
WMEHHO JIOXOAHBIX KPUTEPUEB B CUJIY MTPOCTOThI U3MEPEHUSI, BO3MOXHOCTU COIO-
CTaBJICHUSI PEe3yJIbTaTOB U APYTHUX MPEUMYILIECTB.
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THE DEFINITION OF THE MIDDLE CLASS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF
THE ECONOMIC APPROACH

Research devoted to the study of income stratification has been relevant for many years; in
many countries, various measures of socio-economic policy are aimed not only at reducing
poverty, but also at smoothing out inequality and increasing the size of the middle class.
Therefore, it is important to define both the boundaries of poverty and the boundaries of
the middle class — there are various approaches to this. As part of this paper, an overview
of economic approaches using income distribution criteria is presented. The boundaries
used by the supporters of the "absolute" and "relative” approaches are shown. The review is
based on a detailed analysis of foreign and Russian sources and will be useful to researchers
studying social groups, particularly the middle class.

Keywords: middle class; absolute approach; relative approach; boundaries of income
groups; stratification scale.
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